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FREMANTLE PORT — IRON ORE EXPORTS 

263. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Transport: 

As a supplementary question, when did the minister advise the Fremantle Port Authority of his decision and 
whom did he advise? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied: 

My office advised the Fremantle Port Authority yesterday. I expect that that conversation would have been with 
the CEO of the port authority, Mr Chris Leatt-Hayter, although I would have to confirm that to the nth degree. I 
suspect that that is whom my chief of staff would have communicated with. I say again that we need to 
understand the principle here. In my view it is entirely appropriate for the government to make strategic 
decisions about the use of its port infrastructure and communicate those views to the ports. I think it is entirely 
appropriate.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You are required to have a strategic plan under the act. It is supposed to be signed off by 
you and the Treasurer. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I can tell the member about the strategic plans that her government continually endorsed 
for ports. They have seen ports in Western Australia such as the Port Hedland Port Authority, the busiest port in 
Australia, trade at a loss. That is the sort of thing that was left for me. The port of Esperance was trading at a 
loss. We are fixing it up. We are heavily engaged with the ports sector in Western Australia in delivering better 
outcomes. I repeat that it is entirely appropriate for the government, as the owner of the port, to make its views 
known to the port authority in relation to activities in that port — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: And there is a prescribed way of doing it under the act. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I must admit that I find a conversation works pretty well. It worked pretty well in Albany, 
it worked pretty well in Bunbury, and I think it will work pretty well at Fremantle. Perhaps that is an indication 
of a more mature relationship. But if I have to fall back on the technicalities of the act and the — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You are required to have a strategic plan and you are required to— 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I am more than entitled— 

Mr E.S. Ripper: It is about whether you are accountable for your directions. That is why they have to be tabled. 
That is why they have to be in writing. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: How about we get the Leader of the Opposition to conduct an inquiry like he did into the 
Mulvey case? Why do we not get the Leader of the Opposition to do that sort of thing? Why do we not inquire 
into the Huntly Consulting issue. I am interested in why the Leader of the Opposition is not asking these 
questions, because they are interesting things that we on this side of the house could explore further. Of course, 
we would not. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: So now you are going to bully! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Heaven forbid! Bully you? I do not have to bully. The member is being bullied by the 
Campbell Newman of Western Australian politics, Alannah MacTiernan. She is out there circling, and the 
Leader of the Opposition is nervous. In answer to the question, I believe my office would have spoken to the 
CEO of Fremantle Ports. It is entirely appropriate. I have done it in the past, and I will do it again. 
 


